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»ro. And Indua.rr.Saeu.l 0 Sclth Hlllsboro.rt.Va. Pncnbnnta. Count,. 
f* 1 Th. f lr .t rub 0,11 ond Sn. kill In th« Or...bank community ». «n- 

T" * »nd op.„„ d b)f the pionttr doodd.lU probably Jo.tph ~oodd.ll.tbl. tub 
F -»U the top .ton. 1. stationary and th« bottom aton. tb. runn.r.ablla tba 
sri.t mill thf bottOB atont i. stationary and th. top aton. th. runn.r a tl 
W ‘tomm.r wa. Installed at thla mill nbleb «. greatly needed by tb. plone.r. 
I to «ki»g tool, and impllment. of Iron and at. el tbl. operation took plan, 
to. Henry roodaell place in' Oronbank.the lumber that finished tb. old oolc 
«1 house of Jacob ivarwlck at Clover lick eras caned on this mill at oreenbanl 
come 130 y ft re ago.A Tilt Hammer nas Installed at this mill nhlch nas tree 
*ly needed by the pioneers In making tools and lopllmaitB of Iron and stee] 
naaely horse shoes,wagon tires,shovel plows,bo Its, nails and many others,! 
people living in the town of Greenbank today lenow that such a os chine as 
Wit Eao^cr ras operated in the town of Greenbank. 

About 1799 the water power of Forth Fork was beginning to be 1 
n«;c«d up this was called Cart mi lie Cr«ck at that time ,here & Tub mill ’ 
-•-lit vat ms in operation for 10 to 15 years this was all built by Rar 
ocrwl.hls sor. Soloaan in later y»are remodeled the mill and added to the 


iirtl a *»/ • at and wheat and in connection had an Up and 

m uH sad a dry **la *hich was always filled with the ?«ry beat Chit* 
,1 :;t • a r'tiy e».«.Thia Solooon Conrad boacat cad la tba olds* 


A' - h ; iU . to .ro.r.T«“**• 

PT OocOTcroe & Industry.**®** 1 0 8 


About 1822 Patrick Bruff*7 bui^ e t 

„ d ..tattlK*'-* » *°6°" " hOP “ d 

and in Conmctlon had a blaclce®i tb shop 

_ 8crx etory with wa e cn..Bru«*V h.o- 

pplicd the common it y and surrounding 

d dl.d *53 wnd tod., ,o» H»d " llllng BDl - 

»«€ Sheriff of Pocahontas County and a 

tod., a. Tb« north Fork »1«- 

is known to®*? 

n £ on at this same location but tb« w 

_ .... «h* rain Bt«d h, for the comity. 


r n C on at this same location but tb« 

„ bem th« rain .tond hy lor the comity. 

ing Co, and f roa^ the very first has 

* „ on nctr Cr«<k at th« dost ot tht 
The pioneer Duilel Kerr loca * 

. a crl8t .ill, saw dll and hlaekadth .hop 
« evolutionary T.'ar and established b 

inetalltd and was operated by Fredrick PbllHp 

and a little later a lathe was insta^a 

. - hC tl8>looma.recIs,B P oois.frames end 

*to ras a wheel right and mad* spinn g 
j chairs.This was the only water power mi 11 on 06 

About IS 19 Lundy Taylor settled on Chords Creek and erected 

grist mill and saw mill that was kept running until ISSO. 

About 1825 to 30 John Yeager erected a saw mill on Block Run 

o ranch of Forth Fork and it was here that the finishing lumber wm ** w 
the old log church on the Allegheny ifcuntain. The old mill site wae about t 
..ft fr,s the Yeager homestead and the Allegheny Battle Field on tht Blo< 
• xon^ahe^a Seticnai Forest ;acuto through the old mill d»nu 

A few years after the Civil nr Dr.J.P Uoo^mu erected an 
U • * tmr ' x * r * .«.the luAer sawed waa aottly Cherry which was ao 





• r».*oc*2»ont*« County 

>• Ana Industry Samuel 3 ***** Hi* 1 * 


ooaicunity. ,a oar ding ssr chi»« 


M isttoUM * ith thl * 


irnlng out wool yarn to the anny 


of that tl.. in »d .«»»* Or.* 


, «\11 I 

<4 Gret- 


nbank thlo carding cochin* v>* op**» t,d br lll ““ * 

, . u sortb fork «. built •»<> 

The laet wat«r power 3*w - 1 

.car " 


<t hull! about IMS “d. 0 h..h’ 2 l J" . , 

by Sot c rt J Brown on Suitor. Run, 1 •_ #-C : ^ C V^ ^ , 

• tln»'«t?'thU#a«'*!»'«>«*■*•• • ri »» 

nning condition until Iin conn*c --^-•-■***»’*■*-* 

-iAflj B iU thl. t». th* first P**!"" 

eaw, shingle mill,turning lathe and p 


the f inlebed lumber being used to * Ini 

I lng mill in the Oreenbank community tn 

| sh th. many hou... that s.r. 0.1h 6 OuiH Oy th. ..ttl.r. at thl. «... 

Th. e ,rm. of tlm. and d.cay hav. d.stroy.d all th. nat.r po„.r -HI 
in this section except the North Fork Hilling Company mill nrhloh i* Btt 
in operation. 

rorth Fork and D*.r Crt*k of th. rMT 0r< ck vallty b.autlful mo¬ 
untain streams floe b <ntly tosard th. s.a with thtlr power unham. sB*d. 

Pocahontas County has many mountain streams and if harnessed tjou 
furnish an abundance of po*er to run machinery and generate electricity e 
the roct famous streams are Hills Creek, Locust Creek and Stamping Creel 
thi southern end of Pocahontas County,v;i 1 llama River,Sv.ngo Crtek.Seavtr C: 

tnd Clover Creek ol :. r of the county the latter OlO* 

««* • - * ,a '»muit(i near Clovtrlick *ith a dam and a dinaao that fur 




bmcairct And Induetry.Senu• 1 o Smith Hill8Coro...Ve.rOCfchontaB Co. 
(ctriclt) to Clover lick ana thf eurrounding tcrrctory thie r/alcr rheel 


installed by Berry Coyner of Clovcrlick,end tee erected in 1937 a 

franchiee from the etate to eet poles and furnish electricity to the people 
of Cloverliok and near by terretory. 


a A W' 


in 1931 a nan by the name of Gardner Packard llth bla coualn the 
If ^ late ;.villiam C Gardner started the operatron of a poet and rail plant 
[•’ - . J-rxlJck tn.e posts acre loctst and the mil. of Chestnut bought.! rom farmers j. 

of Pocahontas Oounty It required n*n, thousand of each this has furnished a 
market for our locust and Chestnut timber they mere trucked to CloverUck and 
there finished ready for shipment to Hew York and Maryland to be used for fen¬ 
cing as the salt water from the ocean In the mist that covers certain areas ol 
these states causes fast decay of metal fencing most of these rails and post 
*ent to Long Island ,they also made what is known as hurdle fence that went to 


:*cw York 6tatc to be built on some of the old colonial estat 




4-V oar Vow I 


tnd raise fancy horses namely the Yrhitneys, Vanderbilts and others, the power t< 
r-r. this plant is generated at Clov erlick.Thie operation not only furnishes a 
r rr*t for our timber but furnishes employment to many men either at the plan 
or it* trucrlr.g or cutting the timber from all over Pocahontas County* 

- ttt posts and rails arc shipped out over the C A 0 from CloverUck 
to * *"7 -*-* 1 ’ ** '' e: - : vtr.»r oeatoard states* 

• : • *• couId be put to use in Pocahontas county art 




I COJWBCPCf And 


^•Stuauel q Killsboro.TT.Va. Pocahontas Co - . 


J^elc.N'orth Fork,Galfords 

r rec k,Sitlington Creek end a part of Cheat River 

Jci the upper half of th 

county and Elk River of the tforth '.est cm part .the 

future of these stream* < 

in in the making as they could he harnessed bo as 

to furnish power fo-r +v 

Tne entire county, electricity for the rural sections. 
r RJ,V€r with the fall it has could he put to work furnis hing 


f-ew.ricity for both power and lights and it is hoped that in the near futu.*-^ 


-e soae one will undertake to harness some of our many streams thereby furn¬ 


ishing electricity and power to the rural sections of Pocahontas County this 
would cause the wheels of industry to roll end Pocahontas County would again 


be one of W.Va.s industrial counties. 

oraation. 1st part from Pocahontas Times and R.W Brown.Greenbank.T7.Va. 
latter part .observation and employes of Gardner Packard working at Clover- 


a***"**' 


Juanita 3- »*»•» 

Clover iiclt. ”• ^ e * 
c^pt^« e ° tion ** 


A!ID BLAC23UITHS 

TAIWSHS^ TnLL3* S 


IIOHTE P°* S UILL s ln the year of 1° 79 • 

. . ty Uriah Havener, ** Bruf f e y had 

This mill «• ere0 ”» r u'r.y *■<"* o111 ' 
on th. sit. of tM » ld Br “‘ ita ,„ out th . year of 1825 

er.cted a flour mill on «- 8f ‘ C6 ‘ ^ ele0 h6i an up and l« 

- shot f’Ster T nee*• 

8r arreriem9u t. whioh had been 

sav mill driven hy the some 0 „ n * B 

nill in the 1070 8 

supplanted hy a us* s ■ operated under the firm 

In the lest few years the mil • 

„ muing Company, hut was known far an 
name of The North tforlc Milling omp 

mrflPlt aes erected when the famous 
near a. the Herener -• ^ ^ ^ ^ he „ e4 end 

pine trees were plenties* l8eS lrttW hored and 

dressed hi hand, all the.Wng was mortised. 

pinned with locust pins. *o spikes were used in the frame wor . 

The entire building was four stories high including the basement 
ana wbb a complete meaterplaca cf architecture, ‘fhe modern carpen 
frould always etand in admiration and marvel at ito perfect 
oonatrootlan. 

tb« uerviceo of Janee Klliott *ua secured to tuill the mill 
r.ud *ith tha halp of Bldridgo Brown and a Ur. Fropps ii* all tb« 
-ar,'wt«r * ork on tha building. Charlou P. lirovn laid the founflnl 
*;>) 111 t>.o a* : on **->rk. The machinery * c» put Into perfeot 

. t Vy the ' Coranii tud Kob« 


f lid K 


tar helper. 


pact xixty yoora. remap" 

th “ “»• ’ lher mlU ' r ' ln vl ,r of tho need. 

la ka.plne »P that th. old bruff.J 

of tho Gr.onbank —-J*' ^ . c . nt . r .f industry aad had th.lr 
Dill and tho Havener mi ^ hiatory of the Greenback 

placo of important;. ln th ® n c 

aommot.lt,. nechon lc of th. building wa. a 

damoa *»iott. th. under th. command of 

soldier ln the Indian '-era; we. a P , 

General George A. Ouster, and General Hono. He »»’ 
arm, when Ouster's company was naseaored in 1870. Ur. Uliott 

, >•■ sauire John P. Townsend in 1926 for the 

affidavit *as taken b;. hquire ow 

__ on Indian rar veteran# He died 

DUTDOtifi of securing a pension a 


before tie papers were reiifi.d by the U. 6. Government. He wee 
a Confederate soldier in the Civil War nttder the commend of 
General llrh. Smith, anltick Taylor in the Sonth West. After the 
war he worked Ms way from Mississippi to Iowa, and from there in 

company with s man named Reynolds went to the Dakotas on a trappli 

expiiition ani thereby enlisted in Custers Army# 

On Saturday night, March 8, 1940 the North Pork Hill 


aaa utterly and completely destroyed by fire# This disaster is 
cor.cllerel the cost unfortunate event of a calamitous nature 
that v * k. n ffecled the Greenbouk neighborhood since the days of 
the Civil ar. J# B, Orndorf ov.ner of the mill had worked in the 
el 11 all la; lthout fire. Different persons had paired the mill 

jest aft«r lark ar.i sen no light or fire. The fire rat dieoowwwl 
■I it * *•••. by Clyde 01 llleple end Cecil Arbogast who lire nee: 


ot ««=•• «*•» flr,t “• <so ” r * 4 - In 

th. .hoi. mold. «. « «•* lt riutin ... * ““ of rulh * 1 

1 ... than half hour th * ’ s 5 #tlI= . t .d at «»« than tlo.ooo. 

WbiMT,. ft. ®tlr. 

Th. two turblno d.l.« * b# * X * t3T th . n.lfht or- 

'r£~z*sr 

hood for a pariod of ** out nlll 0 n this e\te In 182f 

• ——* ho - r, °;, .. * m . 4 ... 

... . wary Uo.ful - — I'ZZnll portion, in th. 

Iron and wood, and fill** ■°* t ° 

gift of the county. th# r€lltlon8hl p of that ne». 

* John Jordan, th* ancestor 

..•h’j native of Ireland* by 

In lower Pojohonlaa, ... B v ® r l m v.r of 

occupation ha .... n tailor, and whan ho once «t a ^ - m h.r 

th, croft after a prolong.* ..^ration hi. frl.ni .a. very ^netra 

tiro inlho plea sure th. acting afford.4 hiD. In hi. joyfu 


kiio ufun uitoi n r- -- 

tiro intho pleasure th. acting afford.d hin. In hi. Joyfu 
exhilaration ho .true* hi. frl.nd Jordan on th. bock of hi. hand 
with a eld. blow of hi. own. Shi. friendly Xlok -a. »o powerful 


to inflict a brul.o so eorlou. In Ite effect, a. to uooe.altato 


C*Q ty ilUAiWW M — 

amputation of the arm Just below the elbow. Weverthe lioa ho loarne( 
Lo use a hoe or ax to a good purpose in after life, tie oamo to 
this region as a traveling merchant, doaling in Irish linens and 
?ther portable meruhantdise. He was a "hard money" man in his 
financial preforonoos, and converted all paper money he received 
t;.to ellNcr and gold. Miss Miriam McNeel, daughter of John McNeel 
.to plonoer, found out in uorae way that the young merchant had 
ibout • half bushel of coin, and it aeomed to occur to her mind 
Lfcet If * p«r«on dicablul it he wue could muke that much money* 



a , P « of her. To the surprise of her 

he could certainly tai:« goo* “* re 

«, < vie girl *b she was should fancy • cripple. 

Orlando that a nice sensible gi* 

rha attentions of the hustling 

but she did not discourage the 

carried, At that period in our local 

Irishman, and they were sarriea 

. -jnmftndation was his ability to clear land. 

history a young mans recofime 

. hut t6 carry a cripple in store 

spilt rails, and grub eu^uaps, 

olothes was not to be thought of. r 

After their marriage Ur. Jordan continued to prosper In 

making a living, and purchao.d eon. servants to unit on th. girl 
that had made such a eurprirlng venture aa to marry him. H. settled 


on Ml 11,ton. Sun and opened up a fine farm. There vara five sons snd 
three daughters. 


•I'rtit MILL 


T| e iiclleel mill at Millpoint was built about eighty years 
ago by Isaac Mctfeel. Mr. licHeel owned the mill until hiP death* 
after whioh time it belonged to his son I>r. Winters UcUeel of 
nillsboro. On July 8th. I visited this mill and was told by the 
present proprietor G. fl. Dalton that this mill had noMg Qre been in 
operation practically every deek day since ite erection 80 years 
ago. He said that he had visitors from many states and that they 
believed it to be the only remaining frame key building in the vorl 


I am not authority enough on the mills of the world to pay if this 
is correct, but it is probably the only one In the county. At 
any rate the frame work is put together without nails, and is 
so well built that after 80 years there is not f give in the 
building, but it Btands there as solid as if built only yesterday. 
Thla mill grli.da both corn und T'heat. throughout the years it had 




here t bitocher. Ur Dalton eeye that ho noE '.to:.. *t. 

*l>»t 1« 1, the onl , knm Bill grinding unbleech.d flour. 

Borarar, in April ly 4 C a tlesohar »ao lnetallad. hut ha aa.a that 


-n* paopla of th. vecinity still prefer th. unhl.ach.d flour and 
that ha grinds about four bsrrals par month. Bread made fron 
th. unbleached flour is said hot only to ba nor. d.llclou. but 1. 
also more healthful as bleaching takes out all of th. oils. Ur. 
Dalton runs th. mill for Ur. UoK..l on a percentage bases, and he 

tell, me that he is busy most of tb. time grinding flour, meal, 
and feed, fhe original rater wheel was a wooden orershot wheel, 
tut ras replaced seTeroi yearn ego by a metal wheel. 

There has been a mill at Mlllpolnt erer sine the on. erected 

by valentine Coctley, or. in 1800, and it has always been e paying 
business as there are so many good ferns in the surrounding 
country side and much stock ie also raised, therefore feed is 
always^jL demand. Both the Cackley mills were located a short 
distanced own stream from the McNeel mill. 

Woo&en overshot rater wheels rear out; they would get heavy 


on the shady side. The shrewd salesman from the north would then 
show the advantage of the steel fabricated water wheel and of the 
turbine. Take an artfully constructed water wheel out of commission 


end it is surprising how quickly it went to pieces. 

*ow tohila a mountain can who is worth his salt and tobacco 

can still take en axe and make a grist mill complete, Mg or little, 

68 M present cay require, 1 must admit that w© quitt 

trti.illng up skilled, profeceionel cill wrights a generation back, 

ai.-*. f.e „ lot -riol-c., t *at out of betr dofa. 



c 


V.ILLLU1S HILL 

riorever, a mill run by an overshot wooden crater rheel 
is still to be found in Pocahontas. It ^as made and is still 
or.nod by oquiro c. a. .llliona of Bruffeye Croat. Soma yaara ago 

for hi8 vrn convenience ani that of Ms neighbors ha . lgt«d him 
salf up a grist mill. Ho worked rainy days and neda himeelf 
water whoftl fifteen feet in diameter, out of rood. It nates aroun 
eight revolutions per ninute. ?or a spindle ho ured ...e 
shaft of a tractor steam inglne.gear end all. He damned 
Creek to put the -star in a sluiceway he dug around the hillside, 
for corn roots he had the choice of trench hurr. or a pair of 
millstones mad. from Allegheny pehhl.ston. out of the old smith 
Mill on Greenbrier Biv.r above Seebert. fhs squire says the 


Allegheny stone Is for superior to the much v.unt.i t.anoh burrs, 
as the Allegheny stone does not wear lit. oth.r burrs, and so do 

not reqlire dressing nf so often. A Ur. Couch, railroad man and 
utllityjsu.gnate from the O-.arh region of Arkansas, rlshss to mate 

a grist mill run with an overshot water wheal; all home muds. So, 
de sent three young men to Pocahontas to see that re had in the 

way of mills of this type, The williams mill *&b visited and meae 


urements and pictures taken. 

They also visited the old heard mill on Locust Creek, now 

ovned by Sydney UcCoy. (Read-Pocahontas Times, July 4,1940 under 
1 tem”lHlli:i£ kround”for pert of the above material.) 

I visited the tannery of Benton Smith at ^illpoint only 
a fer days after Ur. Price and the three Arkansas travelers rere 
thire. 1 "anted to t *et the names of all the Smiths *ho had been 
tannere. no bays that the first Smith of his family, so far as h« . 



k)Kr»8» v.na James Smith who ras bound to a tanner in itnunton, Va. 
until he was twenty-one yoara of age. Then he cane to Pocahontas 
County and rented Wallaces Tannery at Uillpolnt. He never had e 
tannery of his own. He had five sons,three of whom were tanners. 

Jake Smith had his tannery located at Edr&y, hut he did uot make 
up his leather. William Smith had no tannery hut he made harness, 
saddles, and ehoes. He also lived at Sdrey. It is prohahle that 
he bought the leather from his brother Jake. Joe Smith had a 
tannery and was located at Millpoint. Isaao Smith, anothor son, 
had his tannery on the Greenbrier Hiver between ceobort and V<atoga* 
Pleas Smith, the fifth son, lived at Edray and mac a country 
doctor. 

Edgar A. Smith, father of Benton Smith, has a tannery 
near h'atoga. He tsns the leather end does some repair work but 
does not make up much of a nls leather. Benton Smith cays that he 
worked it ’ the tannery wirh his farher until four years; ago, at 
which tijd he moved toUfllpoint and built o tnnnery of his own. 
His is the good old oek tanned leather. The first spell is in the 
vet for one month; the second is for two months; the third for 
three months. If the leather is light that is enough. The fourth 
is for four months, and this is for heavy sides for Bole leather. 
There were e lot of bear pelts in the process of tanning and the 
deer hides numbered more than one hundred. Mr. Smith has demand 
for tanned calf skin for leethercraft work. He makes harness and 
mens belts* 

£ Androw Young was a shoemaker. 

Sampson Nottingham- a shoemaker. 

Hoary Arbogaut 


a blacksmith, 







Jaoob Yeager-a blacksnith. 

Samuel Gay of Blk-*-—a blacksmitfc. 

■^braham Hill-a blacksmith. 

Joseph Priel-- a blacksmith. 

Thomas Mays-made shoes and harness. He lived 

on Browns Creek. # 


July 16, 1940 


DUHLIOtfiS LIILLd 

I went to Dunmore yesterday to try to get tbe history 
mills up there. From a history of Dunmore fritter by Mias Ella 

Pritchard eereral years ago I got the following; 

• The only flour mill for a number of miles was located at 

Durjtore, and run by a splendid water power which never fross 
went dry. mating it dependable. The older mill rns run by what is 


celled an overshot wheel, later another mill was erected by 
Col. sJe’ohen Corne lius I ritchard who used the turbine wheel for 

power. jOn this old water power location was also an up and down 
sew mill, a carding machine which did splendid work, and a planing 

machine which made Dunmore e very business center." 

As near as I can get it by what the older people tell me. 


Andrew Mathews built the first mill on this location some time 
before the Civil War. No one seems to know if he also owned the 
saw r.ill end carding machine or not, but since they were run by 
t>e same power, it is believed that he did. 

According to Miss Ella Pritchard, Andrew Mathews sold his lan< 


to Mlliam L. Duncan and Isaac Moore, They changed the name of 
the place from ^atherville to Dunmore, using a combination of thei' 
names. Dunon i .on sold to John V*. Warwiok in 18E5, and in 1860 
It ret' bought by John Andrew Viarv.ick, who in turn sold to a 
• or.:.*: r n 4 - n ( -s, Yu. Then in 1873, Cornelius Pritchard .. 







exchanged a farm 


or. Jackson RiTer f or thl8 1#nl et 1)unno „ > Ue 

built the presont r.in i 

t long ftiter he moved here. Therefore it 

was built sometime in the 1870's. 

Cam McLaughlin, the present o»’uer of the mill showed me 
through the old mill and explained the purpose of each machine. 

^he original machinery, cog wheels and all are of wood, 

and still in use. Lumber for the mill was sawed on the old up and 

down saw mill. Every piece was cut on the ground and ready for 
assemblage before the foundation was ever laid. Then Then Mr. 

Pritchard started to build, all he had to do was to put it together. 
The old wheel was an overshot wooden wheel, this was replaced by 
a turbine. Mr Pritchard di*d leaving the mill to his heirs. They 
did not run it themselves but rented it or hired millers to run 

it for them. Among those caring for the mill for a time were 
Luther Campbell and Jack. Duffy. About fifteen years ago the mill 

was bought by Cam McLaughlin, ne built an addition to it which he 
*4 

used as a garage. Por many ^er.rs the mill was idle. Mr. McLaughlin 
made a wooden wheel to generate power for lights and to charge 
batterys etc. This wheel was replaced a few yearB ago by a metal 
wheel. About three years ago Mr.McLaughlin started the old mill to 

running again. Pew people liked the unbleached flour so he does 
not grind wheat but uses the wheat burrs to grind buckwheatflour. 
it aleo has a corn burr. 


There is some talk now of it being sold to a brewery 
company who wish to use the mineral rater, whether .this deal goes 
through remains to ho seen. 

The Dunmore Roller Mill built by Y7inifred McElwee was 


History of Pocahontas- 

<z++.ts. s? 



not built until 1912, 
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cia-rer Met, '<»• *•> 
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3X»Y IinOB7"T— 1 I«"Y oIAllto 

y or nsn y years before the coring of the eutocoMle. the 
livery stable business -yee an important pioneer Industry, 
ihese vere located at -arlint-.n. Berlin and Seebert. 

* .he first livery stable at llarllnton vus built by James 
henry cl. Wilson, an Sncllshmm v-o cane to -srtinton in lb»4 
vhen the tovn v.e etill very, younc. he vns an honor Er.du.te 
of 0::for J clfaoo of lo*0. ne naa o thousand pound to invest,. 
f o he left rJngland end sailed lor America. He rrritid in 
Pocahontas comity in September. by spring -figon. *i*he firet 
horse he required ”*es a kind of outl&’~ among horses, heavy 
o:i is feet n?jl v-j th r. mean disposition. Yiilson changed his 
re ti oaten. He bu'lt a livery barn about where Hi Hinge- 
vorth's plaining mill now stands. He had ten horses that he 
hire i out to travelers. The charge v as one horse, one day, 
oae iollar. When he had become an e::pert vith horses he 
acquire3 i‘o v y the leruti^ul rorrel and ‘he ’.og **a‘or. ilie 
trio ’ore iino"n M-i ”eIcons far ani ’"ile. 

if livery barn ’ at succeeded by one just behind 
o. s ,*.e - Oc»..:o. tae Memorial Hospital now stands. It r rs 
. -j. A >cr.son and rented by Levi Gay rnd Anthony 

~ ’ :c ' fear. Ve.o barns vere destroyed by 

• - In lor. '■ore t o HarVey livery barns on 



the locntioa of Williams ru± Pifere -tore. *Hir on- * > r 
W. A. UoLauf-hlin. It ras succeeded by n stable run for r ;;er.r 
or two by Wilbur Clark aul bought >:■ -• ->• -r.ith. Sr. in 
IjOC. It is said that Clerk ro>ad shoe e horse -tile it nte 

Slid thus have it reedy for the rori >;• the tine t> e rider 
had eaten hie dinner. Z. - ^nit*. Sr. operated this stable 
* until the errs pu* it o«t -f --st-rrs in lanO. *ori fe* 
years Smith had both horses and cars for hire, sis charges 
r are per lay vl.30 for a riding horse, horse and Luggr «^.60, 
and v4.00 for a ragon.two horses ml a driver. Some of those 
’•ho drove for him were: Paul Stewart, John Unleonb, Viillis 
Courtney. Tom Courtney and Kay Helliron. ^rt of this old 
stable still stands just behind the Smith funeral home. 

- There ~e~e other r-cller stabler ^or a ycr** or tr 0 , 
but have been able to get no authentic information except that 
one stood about ’-.here the railroad nor is just above the depot 


end the other where Howard liciSlreo 1 s house now stands. 

9 in lSdlJ there '"ns built in the vest end of Durbin 
a livery stable by Dave Hiner and Can Daniels. They had ten 
to fifteen head '■f horses. It ’"as later owned by J. Graves 
a.ii n. Freeman and run by G. D. Kincaid with t v enty horses. 


Ith these horses iir. Kincaid moved both the Hostermen Lumber 
Go. a.-l the lumber company to Cass, do v n the railroad grade 
: .for* v.e rteel rae laid. 

ihe t tablet: re re later moved to the east end of torn 
ri0; r - A * Kincaid. The charge ”r.s #5.00 for p 
-» ‘.age to ^lliij.p, Monterey and points of If he 
• Tr.i,' * table f too, rout out of business ritla the 


* ri nutor.oViia 



etnV, ler >t 3ecbert -ore j^nei "“ith 

,r °*ChX horrn p. The otho'ii.* *-rr "»*t»** *7 «l^rk. 

- -o. of xhon '•ore rery profitrVle. 

PiACZbrriTKJ - lIAT-ilTTOlt 

Sccuel Gny «*es the first village hlp-cterith in the 

tov-u 0 f Liei-linton. nie (hop »r .e l:>cnted '-here »ill Ste'rrt 
aov lives. He rse 8! one tir.e S riff of tla M 

Kieie poetnaster in 16b7. 

The ney.t blacksmith chop ras about ^her» The Peoflea 
tftore and Supply u 0 . no'- stands. It roe first operated ly 
Charles 2. Havener, the big blacksmith from kt. Grove. He 
lived in the Toll Hou 3 e, collected toll, kept poetoffice, 
end blaekemithed for a living. Others rho ealthed in this 
shop v ere Clerk Gum and Uharlee Gilley. 

J. 0. Hiner also had a shop at one tine hut it vas 
lrter converted into a plaining mill. 

w The only grist mill over built in the vicinity of 
Stony bottom v .as the old Adam Geiger r.ill built about the 
year 16J>0, rad later sold to Y/illian Sfcinsterry. At the time 
of Goiters ownership he had a '-iae circle of CurtT-o~p t ‘hnt 
f oon rafter Shinaherry cane into poss-esion of the fern there 
ere better roads and people tool: their grain to the bigger 
. Hie -found else 1 here in the county. The vr ter po^er srrenge- 
- . -oo, -f. i.ot lj yend and grindiin ras -ore bother than 

*” * “ Jr * Q 31 * r -H still stands and part of the machine 

^ * 5*1 -‘t, 

^ ■’ J * '<• tluClura of Inilaa Draft Wit 





-^DU 
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rus ooon abandoned. u «ol it only about eir. yotru. 

John H. Johnson v ho livei in the orueh comui.ity 
rhoro Cuaeron bevern t ’e noi oma rne a c-jopor. 'Jftafct lr r 
person «*ho node rooden tubs, churns ^:;i barrel*. 

Di ok -£nnpp v, ts also a cooper. 



»AW 0? V.*AG23 

One lay when I -et looking through an ell court order 

Volk at the court houne I noticed thrt .ron 18...’ 

,e„ r-ere paid for work on the public roade c.00. for clerk 
of the .lies if.00. ieye service in hooping poloc vl.OO, 
while the., vero ,»ii >0-00 for o -olf scalp. 

ay 1604 the price for a wolf scalp had raised to *10. 
>v.v, ..... refined the . an,, ay loao - ate. vara allll *•«* 
ml ’ Olf ecnlpe *"ore ^12.00 


OLD QUILT 

•I'bo oldest dated quilt in Anerloa acoordlnt ‘o the 
Hus sell cafe Jouniation la f 'f< quilt ivaed 1. '" s * Lou , 

Ooyner of Clover Lick. It Is 4. ted 1795. It Is of applique 
. . -O.ner hu had it on exhibit three tinea in Her- fork. 





*ron—* Colvin Juries 
Tolbert N&ufh 
Luther UcSolll 


Unrvlu Carter 
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1 am repeating a little of the material cent in at other 


times, but in this 1 have traced the ownership of Rone of tho old 
mill from their beginning to the present time, use thiB report 
in connection rith thfcse sent in on June 12 and June IB. 1 have 


checked ell of the material in 
A^ibsie 811 tne tifat6K v/< 2 re taken 
a few more that I hope to- have 


this one rith the deeda given, 
from those derin. There are still 
completed bv next week. ^^ £ 


















Junnith li. 3lll«y 
Clover Lick, V B . 

PBCAilOIITAw COUirTV 

October l‘j-40 

Chapter 5 Pioneer Induetry 

MILLS*--BLACKSMITHS-T/JHIIS-S 

ihe first mill ever built on Stony Creek r« P a small tub 
dill built by Henry Duncan in 1824. tie served his apprenticeship 
in Virginia and came to Pocahontas es one of our first carpent¬ 
ers . ne helped build the old uourt nouse at Huntersville, the 
old brick Oak Crove Church and old tianline Chapel log church. 

His tub mill ras at the head of the big Spring, ne leased thie 
land for a period of e-ight years and built thereon a mill. It * 
ground corn and buckwheat. It is believed that he discontinued 
the mill at the end of his lease and that John Duffield built 

hi8 mill about seventeen years later. 

Cojxt records show ifhot John Duffield bought land on Stony 

creek inrl659. Do doubt h¥ built the mill a short tine after 
coring into possession of'the land, rhis tract of laud consisting 
of 380 acres res a part of 22,000 acres originally patented to 
senry Philips aesee of James Patent end vas sold on Aggust 6,1839 
by Jacob h. Arbogaet, Commisioner of Delinquent Lands. John 
Duffield -as the highest bidder. 

ihia rill v 0 e an old log building, it ground both corn 

' f'i n wsh run by nn ovorahot.wooden rater rheel. 

On January 31, 1878 Jacob Waugh bought of John Duffield 

"*1.7*, diifoi on which wuu built a nlll for the eun of v600. And 

S.. /#t:. , lbyt the he ire of Jacob Waugh sold the "Duffield 

•nugh for *1800. On February C9.1099 

1 j . poll the property to Godfrey ueiger for *1900. 


Godfrey Geiger o-aed end operated this mill until June 8, 1 «jC 9 
when he sold it to the present ^er 'roller t Weugh. n.is r.111 

hes both corn and wheet burrs but nr. Waugh does not use the 
vhoat burrs. 

Th e old log cill built by John Duffield -ne torn aom and 

the present Kill built by Jacob Waugh ar.d tons in 1090. 

Perhaps the next grist mill to be built on Stony Week war 

one built by Hathan Barlow in 1850 which ground corn only. In 

connection with this mill was a carding machine. This mill stood 
just below where the fish hatchery now is. It vp© run by a wooden 
overshot weter wheel*. On i-lay 7, 187£ Uathau barlow ©old this 
property to James Auldridge. Ur. Auldridge used tMe rill until 

1890 when it was discontinued and some tine later 'at torn dovn. 
I’he burrs were sold to a man by the name of Cassell and they were 

1 

t&iien_dip on leatherbark and put in a mill built by Cassell. 
~«esley Barlov: had a tan yard where the barn Hepsldain now 
Jm * 

stands, ihis is just above the fish hatchery and in sight of 
the .Nathan Barlow Mill. It is said that one time iir. barlow 

let the fire get out and he ran up over the hill calling, "Help 
1 Dan", and since he did not speak plain^fit sounded like he wee 

saying heps 1 dom'' and the place hes been called Hepsidam ever; 

. since, nc sold his tanyard to J'ames Auldridge in 1872. 'i*hiB 

A 

made Auldridge owner of a grist mill, a carding machine and 

a tanyard from 1872 until 1890. People still referr to it as the 
wimmy *ul1rid t e mill. 
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*t tne hef-i of the file spring brar.ch of Stony Creek, 
v.aa a / rist mill end ta up end do^n ear mill built by lsi-fc iioore 

sometime prior to the Civil «ar, perhaps this sill hv.ilt 
ore the Barlow mill. During the summer and fall of 1861 isdray 
smarmed with soldiers on the rmrch and in camp. lir. Moore contract 
ed comp fever then measles, iron which he died Dec. 5, 1861* 
rr om that time until 1884 the mill ras run by his ron Taylor Moore 
On March 1, 1884 Taylor Moore and uary C. his r ife deeded to 
George n. McLaughlin 24 acres on Stony Creek including the head 
of the x>ig opring brench and r. vater grist mill had a trv mill 

for «?1600. This mill ground both corn rnd "hert. ir. connection 
with the mill the McLaughlins had a still thich nada peach end 


apple brandy. 

in 1900 in L. Barlow built a planing mill and a corn 

gristjiill just about \^jere the bridge now is. it was run by 
a turbjtne. This mill wa^ discontinued in 1 ‘j10. * —rr- 


•biine. This mill wot 
% e first sew mill 


irst saw mixT on 8tony Creak was an up and dovoi mill 


built by William Cochran where Porter oherp now lives. According 
to nardeety’s encyclopedia this was the first saw mill in ndray 
Mj strict, ae also had a blacksmith shop and a tilt hammer. 

The only mill now in operation on Stony Creek is the 

grist mill owned by Tolbert V/augh. But there hare been some 
larger cev. rill that rill be covered in chapter 7. 


Hr. and wre. «e:r t -e courv^ey of -ouciieye fare vuwt b;, trrfit. 
it is said that they made a good living with the proceeds of 


v-eorge White on Laurel Creek had an up and com ear mill. 

•John Tyler of *dray vas a blacksmith, -e r.ade ^po»B and 

was a master of repairing machinery. The only nan in Pocahontas 
county at that time rho could put cogs in the naster^heel of 
the old horse pover thraashet. 

Jake and John oimmone vere shoemakers, and Buck hnugh on 
Greenbrier river was o shoemaker. 

LilLLo AT HILL POINT 

These old mills built by the Uackleys have been mentioned 
in previous reports, but in this 1 am going to trace their 
ownership from the beginning to the present. 

The lower mill w hich stands just over the bank below the 

stfite-J^ighway, was - fi built by Valentine Cackley, Sr. about 
1800 ajid was one of thejvery first mills ever built in Pocahontas 
county. At the death of Valentine Cackley, or. the mill went into 
the hanis of his heirs Valentine Cackley, Jr. and othere. The 
mill* was either rebuilt d>r repaired by them in the 1830's. In 
1856 they sold the mill to Dr. liathew \7nllece. Dr. Wallace 
brought a man by the name of Roch from Llonroe county to run the 
mill for him. Koch's descendants have continued to be millers 
a..d millwrite8. Along with this mill property was also a carding 

machine a blacksmith shop and a tannery, all of the built by the 
Uickleye. James urnith was one of the tanners to work in this 
tr ...or; during te ownership of Dr. b'allhce. ( see report for 
June lk, 1V40 pago 7 ) 





In 1882 Dr. Wallace sold this _ roperty to Uriah bird. Bird 

did not use tho carding machine during his period of ownership. 


The old Cackley mill was torn down by uriah Bird and the prerent 

mill erected on almost exactly the eare rite. 

In 1892 Bird Fold this mill property to Wellington T. Hogeett 

Be was a preacher therefore did not run the mill himself. Some of 
those who took care of the rill for him '•ere: John Burgess. John 
Dotson, James Gabbert, Steel Ucdintic, 0. Wilson, Henry Poege, 
and W. L. (Bud) Hogsett. 

Dllley and a colored man b;. the name of Ueorge Lee 


were two of the blacksmiths who have worked in this shop. 

This grist mill ground corn, wheat, buckwheat, and feed. 
"Bud" Hogsett wee a good mechanic and duriiig the time he ruu the 
mill he did sone repair on it, putting it in excellent condition. 
H e alsi^ bought new teeth for the carding machine and set i t ..to 

running again. People say that this was the beet carding machine 

I * . 4 

ever built in the county and people for many miles brought their 
v.ool here to be carded, (because of sone dissatisfaction among the 
heirs, he quit the mill ) .Por upon the fieath of t(. T. Hogsett the 


property went to his heirs of whon/bud*Hogsett vac one. 

The Hogsett heirs still own this mill, but they say that 

it does not pay them to hire e miller to run it for them and for 
eone reason the estate has never been settled. The mill has been 
idle for the past four years. The dam is now washed out but other 
than that the mill is in very good condition. 

Tho up^r mill '*ae built by Joseph Uuckley some tine 


' ji after tro lover mill vae built. There was also an up cud 
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down saw mill on thie location built either by the Ceckleyc or 
by Sampson 1>. Lathers. it vent into the poet:Ciision of Valentine 
Cackley and Janes Cackley and they eoia it to Sampson L. liathet b 
in 1834. iiathevs then moved fron his hone on St.'s go and spent the 
rsmsluiar if hie life et hill feint. Uary the only child of 
•sumpson 1. itothare married William «• UcOlintic and come into 
possession of the mill and o«<* mill upon the death of her father 
in 1054. In 1865 William h- UcClintic sold this property to Isaac 
mcHeel.lsee report for June 12. 1040 for the history of Uclleel's 
mill) Isaac Uc^eel huilt the present mill just a short distance 

fron the^old Cackley nill. 

hunter ueClintic, son of »<illitm n* -cclintic, built the 
old red Bill on Swago. It v.&e just belor the site if the old 
Jonathaffend Phebe ucUeill mill. It ground both corn end flour, 
and res built sometime _ln the 1880's. It was called McClinticB 

Old Rediill.Crose and*ATmentrout rere the millwrites. This 
Bill hes been idle for a good many years, and was torn down 

a fwK years ago. 

heard Hill Property-locust Creek 

The firBt mill on this property is believed to have been 

built by Joeiah aeard, a pioneer, and seems to have been rebuilt, 
r a r.ew Bill built by his son nd'”in Board. I could find no date 

* n - rill T'np built but in July 1693 hdrin 1- beard 

t i 1:111*: r.U - l f o eold tho "boi r<l Hill Property” to W. H. 

. . Mill r»n» »*'«« appointed apeolr." v, v - j .• el oner 
• . l.^read by the June term of court lu the suit 

-i — •• ‘ i- - • Mil j. C. Patte.-uon. truato<a, ve v». overholt j 





....i Jthiirs. A. x. Uathev/8 became the jjurckuser Ter c£900 for lien 

upon land, oald leathers signified.- to have the de- d nede to k. «•. 
Hill and &. L. Beard.*25 acres including a urist mill and water 

power known as the heard Mill Property^ The deed vas given March 
5, lyOl. In 190b there was another suit of chancery over this 
property, and in 1907 it was eold to Charles S. ^onnally. Donnelly 
owned the ini 11 until in 1911 when he sold to J. F. Oabbert. 
cabbert later sold it to Bertie Hiner and husband,x. H. Hiner. 

In 1922 there was another silt of chancery and on November 13, 
1925 l>< id. i^cClintic, Special Commissioner, hertie Hiner and T.H. 
Hiner deeded it to James w » h. Foage '"ho on march 17, 192b sold 
it to V.. In. MoCoy, and on December 50, 1951 it was bought by 
Sidney McCoy the present owner. 1 think, one would be perfectly 
safe in saying that this mill has the destinction of having 
changed hands more times than any other mill in all rocnhontas 
County. 

Dilleys Mill-Thorny Creek 

Dilleys Mill was first built by Henry Dilley, the pioneer, 
and in 1843 was deeded to his son John Dilley along with all of 
hie lands on Thorny Creek, for support of he and his wife in 
their old age. John - Dilley vas a mechanic of remarkable skill 
to be a self trained workman. He was honest and industrious, and 


it ie believed by his friends that he sacrificed his health to his 
ueeful celling through exposure. William h. Dilley another son 
for many yoars the village blacksmith at Huntersville. 

J ohn Dliloy toom8 to have had but one child Frances wife of Beiut. 


ce .r, Moffett i’on t o who vub killed during the Civil Viar. 
r hi ai* i tome 11 rr.• i<roviouely. A* near no I can trace the 


mrs. Poage 
owner* 


r Andrew It. '"as bought lSrom the John Dilley estate by 

^ »a. c\ illey. Andrew Dilley owned it in 1879 for he made a deed 


f0 ‘ ° Ue ucre °f land to William Dilley and in this deed ia made 
mention that this laud is near the mill now owned by nei Andrev 
lie**). n * B death his lauds on Thorny Creek, vere divided 
between his sons Amos and nanson. The Dilleys Mill Property 
falling to Henson Dilley. He run the mill for a number of years, 
but it has been idle for at least twenty years, though the old 
building is still there. 

Hot far from Dilleys mil v-as the tannery of Robert 
•Shrader. I In my report for June 18, 1940) I said that Henry and 
r(. o. ohrader were also successful tanners, 'l'hat sh ould read 
Henry and Jake Shrader . Jake Shrader also made wagons. An old 

I agon made by him is now owned by (£/t**x<a</'Defenbaugh of Dig Run. 
onn H. ohrader was a blacksmith. His shop stood near his home 


~in the Hills community and vas torn down about one year ago by 


his son Clyde. 


The Vianless mill v-ns a few miles farther up Thorny Creek 


than Dilleys mil on land now owned by Joe Fertig. 

From-1 got the names from Tolbert b'augh. 

Hill Cilmer, Anderson Harlow, W. A. 
AjL** Dilley, nr 8. Ira Fortune daughter of 

y**x*c< y U-I . Hogsett, mss Anna Mellace dtnghte 


ZJit 7 


of Hr. Wallace, and others. A then 
checked every bit of this materiel wi 




- C dticJL. 


court records for dates and additional 
names. Deods rill be found in Deed * 03irJ 

numbers 3, £3, 21, 37. 43, 60, 68» ; 

and >8 for^Dillaya We,>: ' d8 Ali11 * 
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" a>trC * And industry .Saraurl 0 Smith Hillsboro.r.Va.Pocahontas Co. 
■*ter-j>owtr and present development. 

At tl »« prraent time little or no utilization ia being trade of the I 

W amny • trr *w>a Of Pocahontas County in the nay of making electricity,aave 
| ‘° r# tu rfelne "iu 8 la 41ed near the mouth of Clover Creek by the Coynera of 

r Clovcr Lick to operate an electric generator.Probably the greatest use to 

r - v lch the streams are put, and even this is infrequent and of small conse- 
Suense is to propel overshot water-wheels to grind flour and feed. ,in the 
‘‘-•ter way there remains fiv e mills but only four that operate throughout 
—*e year. These mills are as follows on Stony Creek use to be known es the 
mill hut now run by the present owner Tolbert TTaugh.The UcNeel mill 
•t ki llpoint owned by Dr.H.TT UcNeel and run by different millers, the Loc- 
^ owned by 7, 'allace iicCoy and run by his son Sidney but only 
frtcis coip.Th ^ Mogeett mill or better known as the lower mill at liillpoint 
run for yea* by the late T.ff Kogeett both mills at llillpoint ground both 
184 whc * t the death of Ur Hogsett this mill has been run very 

“ 4 th,a ool l r corn ground but In connection with this mill nt a 
»»3tJM$Us^iua br th« ssae power but it has ceased to run on account of 
•• „..e, t la tbs «oe y due to floods in recent yesrs.The Heasener ail 

* ’*•' *• by the Cradorffs aad still grinds shea' 

. i4 *11. has. played . ».*, ^ P . rt in the 

"**'*'"* * ».sl°ag wiUi »o«e that halt ceased to na i 



COfAOfy Cf ^ 

Industry. Sam, cl G Smith Hillsboro W.'*a.Focahonta» Co 

■brcn tom aoxm 


n a~cly the Isaac Smith ri ll or. Orc<nbrl«r R iver at mouth of 

1 / Stcvcno Hole o, 

mui * The HcClintlc mill at the entrance of UcCUntlc Tara, the 

Hill mill I,, 

A y°n d^Ja cox a nd many other email com ml 11a, were run by water- 

jf P -irom small streams and naterfells throughout the county,and many were 

the grists of corn ground on these mills that came from what la bn own as new 
ground when our forests were cleared into fertile fields that we till today. 

Streams available for water- power development are Oreenbrier River 
that carries the greater part of Pocahontas County's rainfall.it is made up of 
two forks the T.’eet Fork coming from the east of Shavers Mountain near Tfildell 
with an elevation of 3,625 feet,the last Fork heads at Blister Swamp on the 
western slope of Allegheny Mountain with an elevation of 3,675 they come tog¬ 
ether at Durbin end make the Greenbrier River proper and it continues its sou- 
thweet journey through the county,through Greenbrier County and enters New 
River at Bellepoint just below Hinton where the elevation is 1,375 or a drop 
of about 2,500 feet making this a ptream with plenty of power undeveloped.It 
dreins an area of about 667 .06 square miles in Pocahontas County with a neve 
felling supply of water. Locust Creek undevelpped save for one grist mill, it 


f tributary of Greenbrier River.Hills Creek which heads high up on Xennison 
_ *.! in r: south to form the Falls of Hills Creek which are very beauti¬ 

ful this strear- has a steady flow of sparkling mountain water.Pruffeys Creek 
*' ‘ ~ rc< cn "Idt of Viney fountain winds its way down the narrow 


An * fclB1 , 1#li . v _ V 

y and sin it eoutl . ' ll -' boro -•Ta.tocrto.t.. <*. BC 

B8w cf Lobelia . s *__ 4 _ ^ Ml 

Cr**k rhoec oourc* t* p—_ i 1 

fountain .in*. up tht ■ 

/ “® 68 JU8t ahov « !flllpolnt wh*r« it ■ 

fjto* runs overshot whccl 8 thA+ _ 4 V 

f / w erlntf feed sad flour,Its mte of fall la 251.5 M 

ftt t per aille. 1:1111 . . 

8 CCa done hcr€ since the early SOa.The 5lu* Spring I 

feeds the main creek rhile » 

spring cosing out of the Glllan fountain furnishes ■ 
race that runs the kcUecl mill.Swago Creek with considerable vol- 1 
j.e ie fed largely by springs namely LicClintic Run,Overholt Run, Dry Creek,Cave | 
and Sucks Run this stream has considerable fall capable of running an cle¬ 
ric generator or over shot whe«1 8 .Knapps Creek a tributary of Oreenbrier Rlv- 
with the largest flow of water of any entering the Greenbrier has a fall of 
■2 feet per mile.stony Creek has a fall of 196.9 feet per mile and on this 
JJ stream we find the T.'augh mill. Clove r lick Creek whose source is Gay Knob and Cl— 

11 over li k fountain has a fall of I6I.2 feet per mile,nfar the mouth of this st- 
jream i 8 a small turbine that operates an electric generator.Sittlington Creek 
■ its source high up on Allegheny fountain has a fall of 136.5 feet per mile. Deer 


[ -reck the second largest tributary of the Greenbrier in Pocahontas County he- 

I ads In / rank fountain,f lore near Greenbank and Arbovale and on to the river 
but before getting to the Greenbrier it has cut a beautiful ox bow gorge,this 
str'ft* could be easily harnessed and put to work supplying electricity to the 
er.tlre greenbank Dietrict.Cranberry River heads on Cranberry and Black 
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° raPld faU fr ° m ltB source to the cladee 
, very elow olu EE l eh course,. dec cou: 

•ins a large basin of several hundred i 


ro.7.V k .? 0cahoatM Cq> 

8 aad froa there on follow. 
constructed afar the head form- 
acres a water supply that could furnl.h 
electricity, to the entire uttle bevel. *stnebulises Hlver head, on the 

rest side of lay and Srago fountain,this 1, another of Pocahontas County, str- 
cams that can be harnessed and put to work but KX it like many of our other 
streams lays back in almost a wilderness and due to lack of roads has not been 
opened up and should have a great future in store. 

Many of Pocahontas County streams furnished power for the pioneer 
to grind com,run Tilt-Hammers and our old Up 4 Down saw mills . 

ki lls run bv el ectricltv i s the karl inton mill , run by gas engir 
the Dunmore Mill and the Hillsboro mill the rest are ran by water power. 


George v/illiams of near lobelia has erected a small corn mill that serves 
lobelia and surrounding terretory,John P Sharp also has a small corfa mill i 


in what is known as the brush country. 

The water-power development in Pocahontas County is in its infai 
out where ever it has been developed this particular section has grown an 
to^.y re find where milling is done the population is larger, stores and pc 


office* b*v« com< in until th»y art community centers. 
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The first county court of Pocahontas County convened Varoh IEP2 at 
Wr the house Of John Bradshaw those qualifying were John Jordon.Wlllis® Poag. 


James Tallnan, Robert Cay,George poa C X,EenJamin Tallman , John Baxter and Geo¬ 
rge Burner a little later on John Jordan became the first sheriff of the 
county under a tjJO.OOO.OO bond with Abraham and Isaao Mc&eel as his bondsm- 
*n,Josiah Beard was appointed clerk of the court hie work optake for its 
self and Sampson L Ua. thews was recommended and appointed as surveyor of lan¬ 
ds, william KughXs was appointed constable of Little Levels and James Cooper 
*ae appointed constable for the upper end of the county now Oreenbank Dletri 
ct.Travis W Perkins opened up a house of entertainment thus he became the 
first hotel proprietor in Pocahontas County. 

The first term of court convened fcnliay 7»I822 and the first grand 
Jury that ever sat in a body for Pocahontas County were the following pers¬ 
ons Samuel mu££erty,f oreman,John ICoonty, George Key,John Johnston , Joseph Fi 
eed,w"are8 Grimes,James Bridger,Samuel Faugh,Henry Herold, James Lewis,John ( 
imes,L'orrle Hughs,Filliam E2air,Andrew Ii Idjniston,8amuel Hogget,James UoV< 
eel, John Lloore, Umty Lcckridge, Jonathan Griff In, and Abraham Sen 


orf,t-«ce i ir.t g«ntleatn paved the way for our present court* 

/oca/.octss County was named for the daughter of a Powhatan, her re 
Aataka,she tas born shout the year 15 75,about I61P she waa *U 



i< ms 
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chief of the Fotoac Ir.dJ.ane ,ar-d it T.ts at thia time she was «nt- 


d her on board a boat and she tras taken away by captain A call and bo aha 


«ct and married John Rolf e. 

HP The first nan to carry a coapase in the Oreenbrler valley waa John 

■ lewi S/ and the first settler in Little Levels was Col.John VcKcel who came to 
this country thinking he had killed a nan in the Uaryland^irginia section but 
after locating in Little Levels and erecting a cabin and out hunting he came 
upon Charles and James Klnnison from where the fight took place and informed 
fcim the nan had not died and in fact not seriously wounded,this was great re¬ 
lief for him and he began to open up the vast wilderness that later became th 
gardei spot of Pocahontas County, these men and their wivee were buried in the 
HcNeel cemetery just north of Hillsboro. 

Huntersville the county seat for many years was laid out In 1821 
and shortly boasted of two general mercantile stores, the county buildings, 
a hotel a postoffice and one news paper the Pocahontas Times all of which 
were moved to Llarlinton which beeame the countyseat in later years* 

The first settlers in Idray District was Harlin and Sewell who er¬ 
ected a cabin near the present site of Greenbrier Bridge in 17^9 this loca¬ 


tion grew until today we f lnd a town of near 1,600 population. 


In the early days grain KaB threshed both by the flail and by tl 
nlir.g e* t?.* tr> ^ Ending of one or more that were freshly shod 
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in this wray the grain was ecpcrated Iron the straw this was known as 

Jr "trnnplng out|» all the grain was threshed in this manner until IS39 when 




a machine „ae Introduced in thl. county by of Huntersville, 

IT.Ta.This each in.ms mean as the ..chaff pHer” this machine was operated 
by Jease mtrnerf and John Oalford late of Uillpoint.the Greenbrier Bridge 
was built in 1854-56 by Lemuel Chenowerth of Beverley this bridge has meant 
much to the development of Pocahontas County and to the groirth of Uarllnton 
as it is the largest shipping point In Pocahontas County serving a larger 
area. 


Pocahontas County has had many famous sons in the formation and 
groirth of the county as N.^JZcMeill a native son who took to the l aw prof ¬ 
ession in his early years ,was one of Pocahontas County's destinguished cr¬ 
iminal lawyer and later represented this district in the State Sgne&§>other 
attorneys were Andrew Price, L.U kcClintic,F.R Hill who in his later years 
■ erred in the legislature,A.P Idgar lawyer and Prosacuting Attorney for a 
nu.-her of years,in later years Pocahontas has put out new lawyers in J.E Bu- 
*1*7 and A.I Cooper who are practicing at this time .Pocahontas County has 


..-other* that they should be proud and justly 60 ^in the Sharp brothers^ 
- c tb and Ocorgf |SuaaD« rs atrved for 20 years on the bench as Circuit Judge 
• <rrlng the counties of Oreenbri*r, Monroe and Pocahontas ^ 


ran 
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unsuccessful race for governor of the state,while his brother served 

fl term term as clerk of the court and later served as Secretary of state. | 

'9 No man ever lived in Pocahontas County that was more universally lev- ■ 

P ed than the late Squire L Brown who served as clerk of the county court con- B 

tinuously from I £gb until the time of his d<ath 193^ with the exception of 1 

a term served by the late C.J McCarty* | 

Durbin the largest town in the upper Pocahontas was chartered in 1906 1 

is the shipping and mercantile center for the northern end of the county j 

largely built up by the t annery at Fra nk,Cass a lumbering town below IXirbln 
was brought about by the lumbering industry of Pocahontas County .Ore enbank 
.a rural town in an agricultural section was the homes of many of the pion¬ 
eers of Pocahontas that migrated across the Allegheny's to erect tanneries, 
grist-mills and the like,as this section is famous for its fine quality bu¬ 
ckwheat that was one of the principal crops of our sturdy pioneers. 

Pocahontas county produced another favotite Bon that had much to do 
with th* advancement and progress of the county^his men is George H ilcCl— 
intic who has served as Federal Judge of the southern district of !7.7a.for 
a number of years , besides this he is owner of vast farm and grazing lands 
at Euckeye end on '.Villlams River that produces mules,cattle and lambs in la- 
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W peter Ughtner was the builder of the « 

f *he f lret erlBt , 1Utthl# Blll 

erected on Knapps Creek,this was quite 


had to make meal before that time , 


tC “ irc Prove mCll t on the *ay they 
as up to that time they used the hominy 
block and the hollowed out log in which they pounded the corn until it rae 
fine enough to bake into bread. 

-v In the early days a man by the name of John Earrnesfc began hauling 

r goods from Staunton to Pocahontas County to trade to the settlers for their 
pelts,venison,ginseng etc.for which they received salt,coff ee,powder,lead, 
and he always carried a piece of calico this trading post was at Huntersv¬ 
ille at the cabin of John Bradshaw,from this fact the place became known as 

[ Huntersville,a name which it has ever since retained.lt was no uncommon thing 

/ \ 

for the merchants to make from three to four hundred percent on dry goods 
and near that amiunt on groceries but shortly the t;' arm Springs-Huntersville 
road was built then stores of size and importance came into existence namely 
Amos Barlow,J.C Loury & Son,and Loury & Doyle.Here for many years a thriving 


business vras carried on in the harne ss and saddl ery business,first by John 
Haines then by 7/illiam Fertig and lastly by William Grose & Sob. Before the 
children of Israel brought ready made clothing to our county tailoring was 


a good business at Hunt ersville.Hessers Caiqpbell and John& James Holden turned 
out a great deal of work.T/eddlngs always gave the saddlers a goodly share of 
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5b,!.. *» c 0 n .ia,r M 600d form for tbt brl4t to ^ B ^ 


fit .liorei .Gnddlf .nnd bridle and -net of 


this was made at huntcrsville , 


that time. 

Jack Tidd.itilllam Dllley and 0.® Singer operated black.mtb .hop. 

at Huntersville at different times. 

For a long series of years nothing seemed more flourishing than 
the hostelry business in conjunction with salooning,this was particularly 
true with one of the largest hotels at Huntersville and was operated success¬ 
ion by J.Milliams. John Bussard.John Holden.Port erf icld Wallace, 1.0 Carpenter 
and I.Canpbell but was burned in the fire of 1852 .Another hotel operated by 
"illlam Gibson,John Haines and Davis Hamilton this one was burned during the 
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